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REEDS 2023
Workshop on Re-Examining Dialect Syntax

29–30 June 2023
Amsterdam
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A quick recap

▶ RE-Examining Dialect Syntax

▶ a Scientific Research Network funded by the Flemish Science
Foundation (FWO)

▶ Duration: 2020–2024
▶ Main goal of the REEDS-network: to investigate syntactic

variation in non-standard language varieties, and to do so from
a multi-disciplinary perspective that incorporates insights from
sociolinguistics, quantitative linguistics, and formal syntax.

▶ https://dialectsyntax.network

https://dialectsyntax.network
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A quick recap: REEDS-members
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A quick recap: REEDS-members

Three affiliated members

1. The University of York: Interactions in Grammatical Systems:
North-South Dialect Variation in England

2. The University of Essex: The Swahili Dialects Project
3. Indian Institute of Technology Delhi: Syntactic Diversity and

Change
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A quick recap: REEDS-goals

In the original application, we set out four specific goals for the
REEDS-network:

1. to set up an infrastructure for dialect syntax research

2. to develop and test new methodologies for dialect syntax
research that combine state-of-the-art qualitative and
quantitative insights

3. to set up interdisciplinary research into syntactic dialect
variation from a combined sociolinguistic, computational-
quantitative, and formal linguistic perspective

4. to build sustainable research collaborations among dialect
syntax researchers that can serve as a basis for future joint
project applications
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syntax researchers that can serve as a basis for future joint
project applications
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A quick recap: Past achievements

Kick-off meeting (online)

▶ 7 December 2021 and 21 January 2022
▶ talks & slides available via the REEDS-website (password:

REEDSdialectsyntax)
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A quick recap: Past achievements

Kick-off meeting (online)
▶ 7 December 2021 and 21 January 2022
▶ talks & slides available via the REEDS-website (password:

REEDSdialectsyntax)
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A quick recap: Past achievements—Workshops

▶ Workshop Limites y margenes en la historia del espanol.
LIMES research group. Madrid, Consejo Superior de
Investigaciones Cientificas (CSIC), 28-29 March 2022.

▶ Workshop for Bror-Magnus S. Strand’s defense. UiT The
Arctic University of Norway, Tromso, 26 August 2022.

▶ Workshop Peoples in Contact – Contact in People.
Socio-cultural, commercial, religious, political and linguistic
encounters in the Late Middle Ages in the Iberian Peninsula.
Berlin, Humboldt-Universitat , 21–24 September 2022.

▶ Colloquium Taal & Tongval 2022 Micro- and Macrovariation:
different visions in research on language variation and change,
18 November 2022, Ghent University.

▶ Sociolinguistics Circle 2023, 31 March 2023, Meertens
Institute.



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

A quick recap: Past achievements—Talks & presentations

▶ Chevãn Van Rooi. 2023. A split-CP approach to V2 and V3
in Manenberg Kaaps. Talk at CRISSP, KU Leuven, 24
February 2023.

▶ Roberta d’Alessandro. 2023. Microcontact - 5 years later.
AcqVA Guest Lecture, UiT The Arctic University of Norway,
Tromso, 3 March 2023.

▶ Eline Zenner. 2023. Social roles and language variation in
acquisition. LiME-lecture, Meertens Institute, Amsterdam. 20
March 2023.

▶ Anne-Sophie Ghyselen. 2023. Coherence in spoken Belgian
and Surinamese Dutch: An exploratory study. LiME-lecture,
Meertens Institute, Amsterdam. 22 May 2023.
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A quick recap: Past achievements—Research stays &
collaborations

▶ Carolina Fraga, PhD-student at CUNY, joined the research
group of the Yale Grammatical Diversity Project in 2021.

▶ In February 2023, Chevãn Van Rooi visited CRISSP for a
short, REEDS-funded research stay.



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

Outline

A quick recap
REEDS-members
REEDS-goals
Past achievements

The road ahead
Challenges & obstacles
Plans & prospects

Calls to action



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

The road ahead: Challenges & obstacles

▶ COVID

▶ size-related issues (I): logistical difficulties of setting up
(large) in-person meetings

▶ size-related issues (II): equal involvement of all partners
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The road ahead: Challenges & obstacles

▶ COVID
▶ size-related issues (I): logistical difficulties of setting up

(large) in-person meetings

▶ size-related issues (II): equal involvement of all partners
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The road ahead: Challenges & obstacles

▶ COVID
▶ size-related issues (I): logistical difficulties of setting up

(large) in-person meetings
▶ size-related issues (II): equal involvement of all partners
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The road ahead: Plans & prospects—Work packages

▶ Going forward we want to identify/delineate three work
packages

1. Infrastructure: setting up dialect syntax projects, making
databases, creating/annotating/parsing corpora, etc.

2. Methodology: methods for investigating dialect syntax data
3. Theory: theoretical analyses of dialectal variation and change

▶ Each work package will be a assigned a program leader
tasked with developing one or more initiatives to move the
work package further: workshop, special issue of a journal,
joint publication, research stay, etc.

▶ early to mid career researcher
▶ acknowledged on the website
▶ with their own budget
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▶ Going forward we want to identify/delineate three work
packages

1. Infrastructure: setting up dialect syntax projects, making
databases, creating/annotating/parsing corpora, etc.

2. Methodology: methods for investigating dialect syntax data

3. Theory: theoretical analyses of dialectal variation and change
▶ Each work package will be a assigned a program leader

tasked with developing one or more initiatives to move the
work package further: workshop, special issue of a journal,
joint publication, research stay, etc.

▶ early to mid career researcher
▶ acknowledged on the website
▶ with their own budget



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

The road ahead: Plans & prospects—Work packages

▶ Going forward we want to identify/delineate three work
packages

1. Infrastructure: setting up dialect syntax projects, making
databases, creating/annotating/parsing corpora, etc.

2. Methodology: methods for investigating dialect syntax data
3. Theory: theoretical analyses of dialectal variation and change

▶ Each work package will be a assigned a program leader
tasked with developing one or more initiatives to move the
work package further: workshop, special issue of a journal,
joint publication, research stay, etc.

▶ early to mid career researcher
▶ acknowledged on the website
▶ with their own budget



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

The road ahead: Plans & prospects—Work packages

▶ Going forward we want to identify/delineate three work
packages

1. Infrastructure: setting up dialect syntax projects, making
databases, creating/annotating/parsing corpora, etc.

2. Methodology: methods for investigating dialect syntax data
3. Theory: theoretical analyses of dialectal variation and change

▶ Each work package will be a assigned a program leader
tasked with developing one or more initiatives to move the
work package further: workshop, special issue of a journal,
joint publication, research stay, etc.

▶ early to mid career researcher
▶ acknowledged on the website
▶ with their own budget



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

The road ahead: Plans & prospects—Work packages

▶ Going forward we want to identify/delineate three work
packages

1. Infrastructure: setting up dialect syntax projects, making
databases, creating/annotating/parsing corpora, etc.

2. Methodology: methods for investigating dialect syntax data
3. Theory: theoretical analyses of dialectal variation and change

▶ Each work package will be a assigned a program leader
tasked with developing one or more initiatives to move the
work package further: workshop, special issue of a journal,
joint publication, research stay, etc.
▶ early to mid career researcher

▶ acknowledged on the website
▶ with their own budget



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

The road ahead: Plans & prospects—Work packages

▶ Going forward we want to identify/delineate three work
packages

1. Infrastructure: setting up dialect syntax projects, making
databases, creating/annotating/parsing corpora, etc.

2. Methodology: methods for investigating dialect syntax data
3. Theory: theoretical analyses of dialectal variation and change

▶ Each work package will be a assigned a program leader
tasked with developing one or more initiatives to move the
work package further: workshop, special issue of a journal,
joint publication, research stay, etc.
▶ early to mid career researcher
▶ acknowledged on the website

▶ with their own budget
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The road ahead: Plans & prospects—Work packages

▶ Going forward we want to identify/delineate three work
packages

1. Infrastructure: setting up dialect syntax projects, making
databases, creating/annotating/parsing corpora, etc.

2. Methodology: methods for investigating dialect syntax data
3. Theory: theoretical analyses of dialectal variation and change

▶ Each work package will be a assigned a program leader
tasked with developing one or more initiatives to move the
work package further: workshop, special issue of a journal,
joint publication, research stay, etc.
▶ early to mid career researcher
▶ acknowledged on the website
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The road ahead: Plans & prospects—REEDStalks

▶ We want to start an online lecture series: REEDStalks

▶ online (Zoom)
▶ monthly
▶ widely advertized, low level of entry
▶ talks by members from the REEDS-network

▶ Here too we are looking for a REEDS-member—PhD-student,
postdoc—willing to take care of the practical organization of
the lecture series (again, with acknowledgement on the
REEDS-website).
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The road ahead: Plans & prospects—REEDStalks

▶ We want to start an online lecture series: REEDStalks
▶ online (Zoom)
▶ monthly
▶ widely advertized, low level of entry

▶ talks by members from the REEDS-network
▶ Here too we are looking for a REEDS-member—PhD-student,

postdoc—willing to take care of the practical organization of
the lecture series (again, with acknowledgement on the
REEDS-website).



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

The road ahead: Plans & prospects—REEDStalks

▶ We want to start an online lecture series: REEDStalks
▶ online (Zoom)
▶ monthly
▶ widely advertized, low level of entry
▶ talks by members from the REEDS-network

▶ Here too we are looking for a REEDS-member—PhD-student,
postdoc—willing to take care of the practical organization of
the lecture series (again, with acknowledgement on the
REEDS-website).
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The road ahead: Plans & prospects—REEDStalks

▶ We want to start an online lecture series: REEDStalks
▶ online (Zoom)
▶ monthly
▶ widely advertized, low level of entry
▶ talks by members from the REEDS-network

▶ Here too we are looking for a REEDS-member—PhD-student,
postdoc—willing to take care of the practical organization of
the lecture series (again, with acknowledgement on the
REEDS-website).
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The road ahead: Plans & prospects—REEDS 2026

▶ Next big in-person gathering: REEDS 2026

▶ An international conference on dialect syntax
▶ with an open call for papers
▶ and invited speakers from the REEDS-network.
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The road ahead: Plans & prospects—REEDS 2026

▶ Next big in-person gathering: REEDS 2026
▶ An international conference on dialect syntax

▶ with an open call for papers
▶ and invited speakers from the REEDS-network.
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The road ahead: Plans & prospects—REEDS 2026

▶ Next big in-person gathering: REEDS 2026
▶ An international conference on dialect syntax
▶ with an open call for papers

▶ and invited speakers from the REEDS-network.
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The road ahead: Plans & prospects—REEDS 2026

▶ Next big in-person gathering: REEDS 2026
▶ An international conference on dialect syntax
▶ with an open call for papers
▶ and invited speakers from the REEDS-network.
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Calls to action

1. Program leaders: if you know—or are—someone who would
be interested to become a program leader, please get in touch.

2. REEDstalks organizer: if you know—or are—someone who
would be interested in organising the REEDStalks, please get
in touch.

3. Please be generous in mentioning REEDS in your talks,
publications, on your websites, etc.

4. Do not hesitate to make use of the REEDS-mailing list when
you have activities, vacancies, calls for papers, etc. that you
want to share.

5. Please keep us informed of any REEDS-relevant activities
you are organizing, undertaking, are engaged in, etc.
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Calls to action

1. Program leaders: if you know—or are—someone who would
be interested to become a program leader, please get in touch.

2. REEDstalks organizer: if you know—or are—someone who
would be interested in organising the REEDStalks, please get
in touch.

3. Please be generous in mentioning REEDS in your talks,
publications, on your websites, etc.

4. Do not hesitate to make use of the REEDS-mailing list when
you have activities, vacancies, calls for papers, etc. that you
want to share.

5. Please keep us informed of any REEDS-relevant activities
you are organizing, undertaking, are engaged in, etc.
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Calls to action

1. Program leaders: if you know—or are—someone who would
be interested to become a program leader, please get in touch.

2. REEDstalks organizer: if you know—or are—someone who
would be interested in organising the REEDStalks, please get
in touch.

3. Please be generous in mentioning REEDS in your talks,
publications, on your websites, etc.

4. Do not hesitate to make use of the REEDS-mailing list when
you have activities, vacancies, calls for papers, etc. that you
want to share.

5. Please keep us informed of any REEDS-relevant activities
you are organizing, undertaking, are engaged in, etc.
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Calls to action

1. Program leaders: if you know—or are—someone who would
be interested to become a program leader, please get in touch.

2. REEDstalks organizer: if you know—or are—someone who
would be interested in organising the REEDStalks, please get
in touch.

3. Please be generous in mentioning REEDS in your talks,
publications, on your websites, etc.

4. Do not hesitate to make use of the REEDS-mailing list when
you have activities, vacancies, calls for papers, etc. that you
want to share.

5. Please keep us informed of any REEDS-relevant activities
you are organizing, undertaking, are engaged in, etc.
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Calls to action

1. Program leaders: if you know—or are—someone who would
be interested to become a program leader, please get in touch.

2. REEDstalks organizer: if you know—or are—someone who
would be interested in organising the REEDStalks, please get
in touch.

3. Please be generous in mentioning REEDS in your talks,
publications, on your websites, etc.

4. Do not hesitate to make use of the REEDS-mailing list when
you have activities, vacancies, calls for papers, etc. that you
want to share.

5. Please keep us informed of any REEDS-relevant activities
you are organizing, undertaking, are engaged in, etc.
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